
Musa Basjo/Banana Care Instruc,ons 

The coldest, hardiest banana tree can go down to zero degrees and with 
mulching, can tolerate even colder temperatures.  Grows approximately 
10-12 feet tall depending on light and water.  However, they can be grown 
containers and live inside year-round.  You might also choose put your 
poFed banana tree outside and bring it inside for winter.  S,ll another 
op,on is to plant it outside, let it go dormant for the winter and come back 
in the spring. 
 
Light:  DIRECT SUN.  This plant does best in a window or on a pa,o.  Direct 
sun or bright light is best. 
Water:  Requires LOTS OF WATER IN THE SUMMER!  Must be very moist.  
Water frequently and thoroughly to the boFom of the pot.  Do not allow to 
dry out or sit in water for an extended period of ,me. 
Temperature: Does best at 65-90 degrees.  Protect from frost. 
Fer1lizer:  Needs lots of NITROGEN for rapid growth.  Feed frequently with 
a high potassium fer,lizer. 
Soil:  Re-pot frequently.  Do not allow to become overly root bound. 
Fruit:  Does not bear fruit.  Grown for its tropical look. 
 
CAN BE PLANTED OUTSIDE 
Soil:  Likes well-drained soil humus, compost is great. 
 
AFTER THE FIRST FROST: 
Prune stem to a foot high, use the leaves for mulch.  Then place soil on the 
leaves to help hold the leaves down.  Some people cut it to the ground, 
cover it with leaves, mulch, more leaves – such as oak leaves, etc. 
 
APRIL TO EARLY MAY:  When the snow is gone, uncover the plant. 
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