
Phalaenopsis Orchid Care Instruc,ons 

Commonly called a moth orchid due to its resemblance to an exo,c tropical 
moth in flight. 

LIGHT:  Place your orchid in BRIGHT FILTERED LIGHT.  It can go outside in 
summer.  AVOID FULL SUN.  They will burn.  They do well in the same light 
condi,ons as African Violets and Ferns. 

WATER:  Keep water out of the crown of the plant.  Water once a week or 
when the top of the soil moisture feels dry.  Depending on temperature, 
twice a week may be needed.  Pot should be well drained.  Water less 
when blooming.  Keep moist but not soggy. 

FERTILIZER:  Once a month or “weekly, weakly”.  Use ORCHID geared 
fer,lizer or water soluble all-purpose 20-20-20 at half the label 
recommended strength for poWed Orchids.  There is no need to change the 
fer,liza,on schedule before, during or aXer blooming. 

BLOOMING:  Blooming season is usually from winter to spring.  However, 
as the plant matures, it can bloom with mul,ple spikes throughout the 
year.  When blooming ends, cut the flower spike back just below the node 
of the boWom flower.  Pay aWen,on to swelling at nodes for mul,ple spikes 
that may develop on the stem of a healthy plant at nodes within a month 
or so.  If nothing appears and the spike browns out, just cut down to the 
base of the plant.  SLIGHT COOLING A NIGHT ENCOURATES SPIKING (55 
DEGREES) 
 
REPOTTING:  is the reward for taking care of your orchid.  Repo^ng to a 
larger pot isn’t always necessary but usually done in 2-year intervals and 
done aXer flowering.  Some,mes, your orchid just needs new medium 
(MEDIUM IS NOT POTTING SOIL). The plant can outgrow its pot and 
become pot bound.  Repot like you would any other house plant except in 
a MEDIUM. (OXen a bark, moss, charcoal, perlite blend).  Recommended 
medium varies by species.  Plas,c pots are best ot hold extra moisture, but 
clay will do just fine.  Watering is required more oXen in clay versus plas,c. 
EXTRA CARE:  Remove flowers from the spike when the petals droop and 
are paper-like.  Orchids are generally insect free because their leaves are 
thick and leathery. However, if insects should appear, use any indoor house 
plant insec,cide recommended for the specific pest. 
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